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FORMER PRISONER CUDS HEROIC SWEDISH DIPLOMAT STILL ALIVE 

' '-v 

Raw Tork City NOVOYE ROSSKOTE SLOW in Russian 2B Jsn 79 p 2 ' 

[Art Id* by Abrsn Kal inski, former captain in ths Polish Any and former 
paraanant Polish representative la ths USSR Ministry of Da f ansa: "Tba 

Sacrat of Raul Valleoberg"] 

[Text] Tha author of ehls article, A. Kalinskl, was 

* 

a captain in tha Polish Any ud pa man ant Polish 

reprt sent* time at tha USSR Ministry of Dsfansa. Ha 

was arrastad in 1944 and fraad in 1959* 

During an interview on Wast Harman talavision in Rovenber 1978* 

% 

I mentioned tha casa of Swadish diplomat Raul Vallanbarg, who was ab- 
ducted by agants of tha SMERSh-NRGB on 17 January 1945. 

For cartain reasons, I could not discuss this question mors fully 
at that time. However, even what I did say aroused tha interest of tha 

Swadish authorities. In ald-Decsnber Mr. Leif land, Swedish deputy uln- 

* 

isior of foreign affairs, and Mr. JfL rdaan, chief of tha political divi- 
sion of tha Swadish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, cane to tha United States 
and on 20 December I net with then at the residence of the 9wedlsh gen- 
eral counsel in Wew York. At this Noting* which lasted more than two 
hours, I passed on ell the Information I had about Raul Vsllenberg's 
fats to Mr. telflsnd. 
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In 34 yuri the Swedish Govtrnaeat has dona surprisingly lltelh Co 
rescue Vallenberg even though Svtdtn has had, for more than 30 years, 
Irrafutabla proof that ha was abductad by Soviet Chaklata and la now la 
thair hands. I a tat ad that "quiat diplomacy” could not halp in this 
natter. The experience of the last 20 yaara has danoaatratad that la 

relatione with the Soviet authorities only broad publicity can help. It 

* 

la common knowledge that criminals faar the light of day. 

Unfortunately, avan today the principle of "not upsetting the 
Kremlin 1 * la fairly widespread In the free world avan though its bank- 
ruptcy has been demonstrated many tinea. 

1 personally was a victim of this policy. In 1955, after I had 
already spent almost 11 years In solitary confinement, I managed to sand 
a postcard secretly fr^s Vladimir Prison to my sister In Haifa, Israel. 

1 had not seen ny sister since 1934, and she thought I had "died the 

death of the brave," which Is what she was officially told. In the 

% 

postcard 1 set forth the reasons for ny arrest and long Imprisonme n t with- 
out a trial. I said that I had been arrested on the basis of s report 
by ny neighbor In the Moscow Mttropole Hotel, an important official In 
tha U.S. Embassy In the USSK (A. Harr lean was Ambassador). 

Upon receiving ny postcard, ny sister vent to e journalist friend 
and together they paid e visit to tha U. S. general counsel In Haifa 
(this was In 1955). Clutching tha back of hla head, the counsel ex- 
claimed, "Keep quiet end don*t do anything. It was only a mistake 
a 

that your brother vea not executed. There la still hope that he can 
gat out sons day, but If you make a fuse he will certainly be shot.” 
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After such an "authoritative" statement my slater did, not .eVym 

♦ « 

want to listen to the arguments of the Israeli journalist who was with 
her and held precisely the opposite opinion. The counsel's answer , 
which was based on the sane principle of not offending the Kremlin, cost 
me four and a half years of Jail* 

The Swedish diplomat Raul Vallenberg, 31 years of age, was sent 

« 

to Budapest as first secretary of the Swedish Bahaasy In June 1944. At 
this time the Allies appealed to the Government of Sweden to help save 
the Hungarian Jews. Adolph Elchnen himself, the master killer, was 
active in Hungary. When Vallenberg arrived in Budapest not more than 
200,000 Jews were left In the country. In his very first day* the young 
diplomat was able to get 4,500 men, women, and children out of the ghetto 
and locate them in rented or purchased apartments (Vallenberg was the son 
of a rich banker and had money). Associates of the embassy brought In 
thousands of Swedish passports and gave then out to Jews marked for 
trips to the death camps. Kext Vallenberg and his helpers would wait 
for the trains at the Hungarian border and demand that the "cltlsene" 
of neutral Sweden be freed. 

The ones vho were saved returned to their apartments. However, 
therm wee no assurance at all that the Germane would not take them 
again. So Raul Vallenberg conceived e bold plan: to gather aa many 

Jews as posslbls In one place whsre they would be under the protection 
of the Swedish Embassy. 

In a very short tins thin tireless man rented more than 30 build* 
lngs and moved thousands of families Into them. The area was called 
"Vallenberg City." Trucks flying the Swedish flag delivered food and 
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medicine co the "city." The Swedish diplomat did not for^t th^iktorltr 
of cho Inhabitants of his "city" t ichor. Ho organlsad stood sabf-dafanaa 
groups, sscretly buying guns fro* Hungarian. Italian, and t v t n Carman 
deserters. 

Tho inhabitants of "Vsllsnberg Clty H slaply adorod tho young, 
charming Haul and called him an angol of morcy. Ho vlaltod his wards 
frequently. askod about choir noods. and showed his personal concern for 
them. 

Hood loss to say. ouch activities did not please tho Gorman author- 
ities and tho Has Is. led by Vosonmayor. tho Gorman Ambassador in Hungary, 
wore looking for a way to got rid of Vallonborg. But they did not suc- 
ceed. Tho Swedish diplomat operated with groat skill and energy. How- 
ever. what tho Gestapo did not do was done by tho Soviet Cbeklete. 

The case of Haul Vallonborg recently caught tho Interest of the 
world community again when a street in Budapest was named after him. 

Ve should mention here that aa early aa 1946 tha Hungarian Java put up 
a monument to their rescuer In Stefan Perk, but this memorial waa re- 
moved on the order of the Stalinist lackey Matyas Rakosl. 

Vallenberg fall victim to the newly formed 8th special division 
of SMEBSh. which waa lad by Abakumov himself. This division engaged in 
large-scale abduction of people ee Soviet forces advanced (I wrote about 
this In datall In my book "185 Months in tha Tortura Chanbare of tha 
HKCB, MCB, and KGB”) and tha hand of tha Cbeklete at that time. 

Mer&lov. had a standing Interns t In Its activltlss. And when they 
caught a "big fish." they reported directly to Stalin. 
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Raul Vallenberg dlssppa a rad on 17 January 1945, Hilltops of' 9Wedes 
wrote to Stalin chan asking for tha ralaaaa of chair count r yma n .* Tha 
governments of Sweden, tha Uoltad States, England, and othar countriaa 
also addraaaad appeals to him. But Stalin ranainad allant. And vhan ha 
did speak, ha aaaouncad a Imply that "Soviet aganclaa know nothing of a men 
n smart Vallenberg." Tha protaata cootinuod. Tha S wedi sh Government aant 

a 

23 notaa to tha Kremlin, hut thara was no answer. 

In 1956 Khrushchev visited Stockholm, where ha mas glvan a pa tit loo 

from Vallanharg's mothar and tha population of tha country vlth a demand 

that tha missing diplomats ha ratumad, (VirscKcWev promised to "clear up 

this matter" and, indeed, four months later an answer arrived. It was 

officially announced that "a man by tha name of Raul Vallenberg died of 

a heart attack In July 1947 in an internal prison of tha VKCB of tha USSR." 

But when tha Swedes demanded the remains of the deceased man, they were 

told that ha had bean cremated, (All convicts In the Soviet Union know 

* 

that prisoners who die are not cremated. The only possible exception is 
members of tha Politburo who have bean executed, but simple arrestees 
are burled with chair Quaker plate on their leg,) 

Subsequently, correcting tha mistake of the "blabbermouth" 

Khrushchev, Brezhnev’ s RGB thought up a new explanation: Vallenberg was 

supposedly killed by the Basis or Hungarian faaclats in revenge for sav- 
ing Jews. This Is tha version that the Soviets continue to hold today. 

v 

So, under Stalin there wee no Vallenberg at all; under Krushchev ho diod 
of a heart attack In Lubyanka; under Breshnev ha was killed by the fas- 
cists, All three are lias, Tha prisoners of Vladimir and Verkhaeursl’sk 

C ) 

prisons and tha Aleksandrov Central Prlson^know tha truth about this crlms. 
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I also know the truth, fro* primary aourcaa , which Mans from. many "fallow 
prisoners I mot during my mors than 15 years of prison life who had 
formerly served with Vallenberg. On 20 December 1978 X turned this in- 
formation with names over to Nr, Leif land, deputy Swedish minister of 
forelpi affairs, and Hr. Girdman, chief of the political division of the 
ministry. 

* e 

When the KGB wants to throw off people who are following the trail 
of Cheklst crimes, it spreads widely varying rumors, creating great con- 
fusion. Unfortunately, Simon Viesenthel, the well k nows hunter of Nasi 
criminals, was taken 1^ by this Goebbelelan tactic. In his appeal to 
the Swedish G o v ernmen t, Vlesenthel refers to stories by people who sup- 
posedly saw Haul Vallenberg in soma kind of "special caap for foreigners." 
There are no such caaps and never were. All secret prisoners serve in 
the special prisons, Vladimir, Novocherkassk, Orel, Verkhneural'sk, 
Aleksandrov Central, and others, in irttich I too served more than 15 
years. No camp can he as rigidly Isolated as a prison; la them isola- 
tion and secrecy can be raised to devlish perfection. 

I first heard of Valleaberg from the Jewish writer David 
Vendrovakiy, who had once been a correspondent for the European Press 
Agency. This was in November 1951 at Verkhneural'sk Prison. Vendrovakiy 
was transferred to my room directly from a room in which three of them 
had been imprisoned: he, the former minister of foreign affairs of free 

Latvia Him t ers, and Paul Vallenberg. 

* David told me that he had been imprisoned with a "very interesting 
and extraordinarily likeable Swede," the former diplomat Vallenberg. 
Vallenberg was an "import," which is what the convicts called people 
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aMucead fro* eha Haac by tha Chaklaca. Following tha Swtd^'a pord*, 

a 

Vcadronkly told m this story* Valleaberg hod appealed to the .Soviet 
military outhorltlos to allow Ma to toko out tho food bought for his 
words* ths roscuad Jows* bofors tho Sovlot troops arrlvod. Tho next day 
5-6 Sovlot of floors cows to soo tho diplomat and invited hlo to com to 
tholr coMsador for talks. Vallohborg sold that ho had some kind of 

a 

"had fooling" about It* For an Invitation ono would have boon enough, 
ovon a sorgoant or onlistod non. And although ho know* ho said* "Sovlot 
ways," still ho wont with than. 

When thoy arrlvod at tho placo Vallohborg was put la an oapty room 
whoso only furnlturo was ono night tablo* Tho officers disappeared. 
Toward ovon lag a dirty mattress was thrown in for tho diplomat and weak- 
ened. tired* and hungry * Valleaberg foil asleep. In tho morning ho was 
a wakened by tho bitter cold In tho unheated room and did some running to 
warm himself up* For breakfast ho was given a t Incan of hot water and 

a place of doughy broad* Finally* on 20 January Valleaberg and a group 

e 

of Hungarians wars sent by plane to Moscow, 

At Lubyanka the young Swede sponc about ono year "under Investi- 
gation*" then In 1946 was sent to Verkhneural f sk Prison in Chelyablnakaya 
Oblast. Before he left a Judgeme n t rendered In is absence by a special 
mooting of tho OSO was announced: ho woo sentenced to 25 years Imprison- 

ment "for espionage*" 

Vendrovskly, retelling Vallenberg's story* told how st Lubyanka 
tha*Swede tried to prove to tho investigators that he had done nothing 
but save Jews from the Gormans. Soiling bitterly* David remarked to mm 
that tho noble Swede did not realize that saving Jews was a much greater 
crime than espionage* to both the Cheka and the Gestapo. 
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S«v*n yearn later prison life brought no together with punter#, 

e 

Vail— berg's other call— ta, He confined everything said by Vcodrovakiy 
and added to It, In 1953, Misters Mid, he, Valleoberg, acid the fomer 
flrat aecretary of the Central Conit tee of the Co —uniat Party of the 
Kerelo-Flnnieh SSSB [aic] Kupriyanov were sent to Irkutahaya Ob loot, to 

Alekaaodrovsk Central Priaon. Other priaonara aent there in aeparate 

* • 

groupe were also arriving, I —a one of then. They aaid that the 
Verkhneural’ak Priaon —a being vacated to aake roon for Beriya's non. 

In 1955 all the convict a were removed from the Aleksandrov Central 
Priaon and put in two other pr leone: Vladlnir and Novocherkassk. To 

our Vladlnir group, which included Muntera and Vail— berg, the author- 
ities added the Latvian pastors Praia and Duals, the Lithuanian catholic 
priest Hikyal * kyavlchus , and a likeable young fellow named Yuriy 
Shukhevich, a— of the well-known Ukrainian nationalist, (I read some- 
where rec— tly that Yuriy Shukhevich la still In Soviet prison. If that 
la true, the unfortunate nan has broken all "records",) 

Our party was loaded In a "Stolypln" car and a— t through Kirov 
and Gor’kly to Vladlnir, Because I had a "rank of honor," namely "spe- 
cially dangerous stats criminal," and was riding In a separata compart- 
ment watched by e guard with — auto— tic weapon, I could see the other 
prisoners, but I was unable to talk with them. My lonely trip with four 
guards headed by an officer of at 1— at captain 9 • rank (this la called a 
"special convoy") see— terrifying et first, but in reality these condi- 
tions wars even comfortable compared to the wey that thay transported 
prisoners who were simply dangerous, for exanpla "talkers" (Article 58*°) • 
They are shoved into the ea— kind of cooper t— nt, but 20-30 in each. 
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that la how tha currant Mobel Laura* t a Solshenitsyn "traveled. ”^ rh v 
if you consider that "specially dangerous stata criminals” aat tha hot 
food of tha guards, not tha usual rot tan fish, you can wish with all your 
haart that all tha members of tha Politburo haadad by Marshal Braxhnav 
could ahara this happy fata. 

So wo arrived at tha Vladinlr Prison of sad r sputa. After a bath 
and interrogation our antlra party was lad off to various wings and rooms. 
As was propar for ay rank* 1 got a slngla root, Mo 21 of tha second wing. 
In aarly 1956 I racaivad a cell-mate, Simon Gogoberldce, a Georgian so- 
cial democrat and forwar political emigre. Ha had aarliar baan in tha 
third wing with Vallanbarg and Mamulov, a nan who Just a short tins be- 
fore had baan one of Boris's closest assistants. 

Gogoberldte told as that those two had also baan transferred to tha 
second wing and ware in tha neighboring call. Mo 23. Indeed, a few hours 
later ve saw through tha window Maul Vallanbarg walking with tha former 
Cheklst MCk<«r Manulov. After that we often aaw the*.* Our wing waa con- 
sidered tha "sick wing," but in fact It waa used for special Isolatlmi. 

In it, for example, vara two aysterlous physicists i a colonel -doctor who 
had forwar ly worked at son institute where bacteriological preparations 
for sabotage and military purposes were manufactured. Yavgenlya 
Alliluyeva, slater of Stalin's deceased wife, Ordshonlkldse's brother, 
Lyallkov who waa an eye-witness to and testified for tha Germane on 
tha Katynakly crime by tha Chaklsts, and othar "specially dangaroua" 
prfboners also served there. 

On 29 October 1959, two and a half years after my full rehablli* 
tat Ion (of which X had known nothing), I waa freed from prison, but 
without tha right to return to Poland, my native land. 
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Ae this ClM taul Vallaobcrg wa atlll in call «o 23, J»ut 'fcak^ov 
h ad been replaced by former secretary of eh* Central Cosittee of the 
Gaorglan Communist Tarty Sharlya. I taw than walking in tha yard many 
timea too. 

tn 1967 X learned fron Butova, the chief doctor at Vladimir Triton, 
that after 25 years of imprisonment Simon Gogoberldse was freed and 

e 

lived at home in Tbilisi. I went to see him and when we met, of course, 
asked him about those who had remained in prison after ms. Simon said 
that Mamulov and Sharlya were no longer at Vladimir, but that the Swede 
Haul Vallenberg was still in cell No 23 with some new fellow that wore 
a colonel* s gray karakul papakha (fur hat). 

Until recently this was my latest Information on the tragic fate 
of the noble Swede, a victim of the cruel and lying murderers who an* 
thus last leal ly support human rights In Chile and on the Vest Bank of 
the Jordan. 

But Just recently I received new information. Tan Kaplan, a 65- 
year-old Muscovite who was imprisoned for his desire to go to his only 
daughter in Israel, saw Raul Vallenberg In the hospital of Butyrskaya 
Prison in Moscow In the sunmr of 1975. There is no doubt of this. 

Ten Kaplan, who was freed for medical raaaons after two yeers of Im- 
prisonment, talked to his daughter Anna glider, living in Tel Aviv, 
on the telephone. Wanting to reassure her, he eeld, '*Don*t worry about 
my health. X have only been in prison two yeers end I feel fine. At 
tbe'hospltal of Butyrskaya Prison I sew a Sweda who has been serving 
more then 30 years and he looks alright." 



10 



*» • 

Just rscsntly I raad a lsttsr that Kaplan sane to ooa o/ his fjkla- 
tiros in ths Unitsd Status vhara ha rapaats tha sans phrasa about a 
"Svada vho has baaa aarving nora than 30 yaars and ha looks alright," 

On 2 January 1979 I gm a copy of this lattar to Mr* Friadasn, Svodish 
Canaral Counsal in Maw York, to sand to tha Svodish ministry of foraign 
affairs* 

In conclusion, I want to appaal to tha raadars of VOVOYE K0SSK0YK 
SL0V0: thosa of you who vara in Soviat prisons and know so— thing about 

Kaul Vallanbarg, raport it to tha Swadish author itias through tha ganaral 
counsal or to na through tha adltors of tha nawspapar. 

11,176 
CSO: 6044 
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